The Northland emergency meningococcal C vaccination programme.
This paper describes an emergency meningococcal C vaccination programme implemented in Northland, New Zealand in 2011. The programme aimed to reduce the impact of a meningococcal group C outbreak on the Northland population, through vaccination of 85% of children and youth 12 months to <20 years with a meningococcal serogroup C conjugate vaccine. The emergency vaccination programme targeted an estimated population of 44,000 children and youth. Vaccinations were promoted and delivered by Northland District Health Board Public Health Nursing Service, Primary Health Organisations, General Practice, and Maori provider services, at schools, general practice clinics, via community clinics and outreach home-based vaccination services. 32,410 children and youth were vaccinated. Overall coverage reached 73% (72% Maori, 75% non-Maori). Coverage differed across age, ethnic groups, school decile and geographic location. Vaccination coverage was highest for children 5 to <13 years at 84% for Maori and 81% for non-Maori. Coverage was lowest for the 17 to <20 year age group at 46% for Maori and 63% for non-Maori. In the pre-school population, 67% of Maori and 76% of non-Maori children 12 months to <5 years received vaccination. The 13 to <17 year age group reached 71% coverage for Maori and 70% for non-Maori. Equitable, high vaccination coverage is attainable in an emergency vaccination programme in New Zealand. However a range of service options, including community outreach, are necessary to reduce access barriers for some groups. The programme presented useful insights into what is possible with focussed attention to adapting services to meet diverse needs.